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The 1980 Experience

A look back at Chess Life’s first
year, with a glimpse into 1981

e

MAGINE BEING IN A REALLY
tough chess tournament — a 365-
day, non-stop affair with no provi-
sion for adjourned games and no tour-
nament director. Imagine your fellow
contestants are alert, untiring and
very, very knowledgeable. Now you
have a rough idea of what being an
editor of Chess Life is like. X

This past year has had its thrills
and disappointments, its wins, losses
and draws. Some games have been
satisfactorily played, some marred by
blunders, some lost games drawn
after hard analysis. We've experi-
mented — tried new approaches in
our effort to produce a Chess Life you
could all enjoy. With Basic Chess we
offered teaching tools to encourage
new players and to help their instruc-
tors. The Chess Without a Board col-
umn and a light sprinkling of fiction
(**Stacy Hatton's Curious Brilliancy”
by Temple C. Patton and ‘‘A Marriage
Made in Heaven” by Judy Baker)
aimed at making the magazine more
versatile and attractive to travellers
and impulse buyers who spot CL on
the newsstands. We've aimed at this
same market with new formats, more
art work and more pleasing (we hope)
covers. If we can generate more over-
the-counter sales and advertising, we
can give you a better magazine
without increasing its cost.

We've tried to keep alive the tradi-
tions, history and romance of chess
with articles like ““The Kentucky
Chess Lion" by Andy Soltis, ‘‘Isaac
Rice” by Robert R. Radcliff and
“Simpsons-in-the-Strand’” by Ray-
mond Keene, while also covering new
theoretical frontiers in the Benko
Gambit (Lev Alburt) and the Sicilian
(Danny Kopec). Dr. Anton Somlai's
“Coping” and ‘Chess Graphs’' by Jef-
frey Kastner and Leonid Shamkovich
offered tools and techniques for
sharper tournament competition.

Hopefully we gave our readers ex-

citing games in sufficient number and
revealing in-depth coverage of major
chess developments in features such
as ‘‘Drama at Rio"" and ‘‘Chess Festi-
val at Biel” by Leonid Shamkovich,
“Lone Pine 198G’ by Edwin Albaugh,
“Wijk aan Zee 1980" by Walter
Browne, ‘‘Bugojno 1980’ by Drago-
slav Andric, “‘Chess Fever: London
1980 by John Watson, “The Old
Guard Never Surrenders’ (the 1980
U.S. Championship) by Tim Redman,
and ‘‘Countdown 1981 by Jack
Peters. Our contributing editors, Pal
Benko, Larry Evans, Andy Soltis,
Bruce Pandolfini, Larry D. Evans, Julio
Kaplan, Ken Rogoff, Svetozar Gligoric,
Jack Peters, Bernard Zuckerman and
Tim Redman supply the consistency
and thrust that gives CL its identity.

In 1981, starting in this issue, we
are inaugurating a new column, The
Endgame Laboratory by Grandmaster
Pal Benko. Long recognized as the
leading American expert in endgame
technique, Pal is also an artist with
vast practical experience honed in
countless tournament games.

Our In the Arena column will con-
tinue as a regular feature but will
serve as a forum for guest authors
writing on the contemporary scene.
We hope in this way to meet the very
real needs of our members for the best
endgame analysis possible, while at
the same time giving more writers an

opportunity to appear in CL. The first

In the Arena column of 1981 is by U.S.
Women's Champion Rachel Crotto
and covers her chess odyssey through
Europe

The letters in this month’s issue
(page 8) show we'll probably never be
satisfied that we have the perfect for-
mula for balancing your wishes for
content against the cold, hard reali-
ties of publication costs and the con-
fines of editorial space, but with your
help and friendly and constructive
comments, we’'ll keep trying. [
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The Myth of the Extra Pawn

A Rook and four pawns versus a Rook and
three pawns: some old misconceptions die hard

Editor's Note: With this 1ssue, con-
tributing editor Pal Benko moves from
his regular In the Arena assignment to
a new challenge: a monthly column on
the endeame; In the Arena will con-
tinue as a regular feature with dif-
ferent guest columnists. U.S. Women's
Champion Rachel Crotto initiates the
series (page 57.) For more on these
changes, see this month’s editorial
(page 4).

vailing opinion was that, in a

Rook endgame, four pawns
would win against three, even if they
are on the same side of the board. This
misconception came about when Ca-
pablanca won two games with the
pawn plus. (By now we know, howev-
er, that this was due to poor defensive
technique on the part of his opponent.)
But more than 50 years ago, Dr. J. Ba-
logh, a Hungarian master, shattered
this myth in a correspondence game
with the well-known theoretician
Ernst Grunfeld, an Austrian grand-
master.

F OR MANY YEARS, THE PRE-

Balogh
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Grunfeld
Black to move

Black is a pawn down but, with cor-
rect defense, is still able to hold on.

International Grandmaster Pal Benko, an eight
time U.S. Open Champion, 1s a noted endgame
analyvst and p[‘uhlt’mlaf

. ... Ke6!

Defending the fifth rank against the
threat 2. Rd5.

2. Ra2 Rb5

Better immediately was 2. ... h5. On
the other hand, White's best try now
is 3. g4, and if 3. ... h5, then 4. g5.

3. Ra6 + Ke7 4. Kf4 h5!

Black sets up the right defending
line with his pawns.

5. f3 g6 6. Ra3 Kf6 7. Ra6 + Ke7 8.
ed

White can’t make progress without
moving his pawns. The Black Rook on
the fifth rank cuts off the further ad-
vance of the White King.

8. ... Rc5 9. Ra4d Keb6 10. g4 hxg4 11.
fxg4 Rc6!

Preparing {6, to trade the remain-
ing pawns (according to the basic
proposition that, when you are a
pawn down, you should trade the
pawns but not the pieces).

12. h5 gxh5 13. gxh5 {6 14. exf6
Kxf6 15. Ra7 Rc4 +

And a draw was agreed upon.

Dr. Balogh gave the following gen-
eral rules in his article:

e The right way to set up the pawns
for the defender is on f7-g6-h5 (or
f2-g3-h4). The advancing King pawn
then poses no danger as long as the
opposing Bishop pawn does not move.
The Rook pawn keeps back the oppos-
ing Rook pawn and can also neutralize
the attacking Knight pawn. If this
results in the freeing of the hostile
Rook pawn, it is still the easiest pawn
for the defender to handle.

e The stronger side can try to break
the pawn chain with his Bishop pawn
on f5, and the best way for the defend-
er to meet this is to keep his Rook on
the fifth (or fourth) rank.

e [t is best for the defender’s King
to stay on Keb (or Ke7) in order to pre-
vent ‘‘fifth-rank takeover’” by the
stronger opponent.

All of these rules are clearly dem-
onstrated in the above example, and

they are as valid today as when they
were first promulgated.

As frequently happens in this kind
of endgame, the defender has only one
chance to escape. I have defended on-
ly once in a situation like this and it
was against GM Lilienthal in 1948.
My Bishop pawn was already cn {6 as
Black, when we got to the Rook end-
game, but even so and despite the
pawn minus, I was able to hold him to
a draw.

Now I would like to give a modern
example showing the dangers that
can beset the defender who does not
create the right pawn chain and dem-
onstrating the winning method to be
utilized by the attacker.

This is from the Rio de Janeiro Inter-
zonal in 1979.
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Harandi
Black to move

Here Black has already occupied
the critical h4 square, instead of
White. That's how Capablanca used
to win this type of endgame. With his
next move, he takes over the impor-
tant fourth rank too, with his Rook.

1. ... Ra4! 2. Kf2 g5 3. Rb2

If White tries to make active moves
such as 3. g4+, then 3. ... hxg3 +!
(after 3. ... Kf4? 4. h3, it's difficult to
make meaningful progress) 4. hxg3
(even worse is 4. Kxg3? g4!, and Black
gets two connected passed pawns) 4.
... 84! 5. fxg4 + Kxg4 6. Kg2 Rc4! (tem-
po) 7. Rf2 {5 8. Re2 Rc5! (tempo), and
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POST-A-LOG®

“The BEST POSTAL CHESS RECORDER IN
THE WORLD " John P. Kalish. North American
Correspondence Champion!

“Excellent and very useful,” IGM Pal Benko

USE A POST-A-LOG 45 DAYS IF YOU DON'T
AGREE., RETURN FOR COMPLETE REFUND
PLUS POSTAGE'! BONUS OFFER IN EVERY
PAL

Send check or money order

VIGGIANO ENTERPRISES

311 Arch St., Seaford, Del. 19973
Trade Mark Patents. Copyrighted

6 Games $800;, 12 - $1200; 18 - $16.00, 24
$19.50; 30 - $2250 Complete with double
score sheets Only 5" x 9" x 1”7

U.S. add 90 cents postage. Others add 157 air
mail 25%

Give
Chess foOr
Christmas

USCF will help you give a
year's chess — and maybe a
lifetime — to someone on
your shopping list. Qur gift-
pak includes:

e A year's membership in USCF, In-
cluding a year of Chess Life

e A tournament size chess set
(US-1425), boxed with a cardboard
board and simplified rules of chess

e A good beginner's book chosen
from our stock (or you can request
that we choose a more advanced
boOok)

e A gift card from us (or we'll send i1t
to you to inscribe as you wish)

Price: for recipients under
17 now: $20
for adults: $28

Bank card orders may be
made Dby calling USCF at
914-562-8350.

Offer expires December 31, 1980

U.S. Chess Federation

186 Route 9W. New Windsor NY 12550
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now White 1s in zugzwang. For exam-
ple: 9. Kf2 Kh3, or 9. Kh2 Kf3, or 9.
Rb2 Rec3, or 9. Rel Re2 +. Another
possible way to stop ... g4 is by 3. h3 |
but, after ... Kf4, White can’t do any-

thing against the f5-4 buildup and
prelude to a strong passed King pawn.

3. ... g4! 4. fxgd + Kxg4 5. Rb6
Ra2 + 6. Kg1 f5 7. Rg6 + Kf4 8. Rhé6
Ke3 9. h3 e4!

Black's pawns are so advanced
that he does not waste time protecting
the h-pawn.

10. Rxh4 f4 11. Rh8 Ra1 + 12. Kh2
Kf2 13. Rf8

A nice possiblity here is 13. Re8 {3!
14. Rxe4 Rh1 + !

13. ... f3 14. h4 Rg1 15. gxf3 Rg2 +
16. Kh1 e3! 17. Re8 Rg3 18. Kh2 Rx{3, |
White resigns |

Our next example, from Lone Pine |
1980, tells us a different story.

Reshevsky

Panno
Black to move

Here, Black can make a forcing
move, 1. ... Re3 2. Kf2 Rxa3 3. Rxb5 to |
get our drawish endgame with the
ideal Black pawn setup. No doubt Re-
shevsky, a fine endgame player, knew
this, but he was looking for a shortcut
instead of a long, tedious defense.

1. ... Rb2 2. a4 Rb3? |

There was still time for 2. ... b4. If 3. |
a5 Ra2 4. a6 b3 5. Rxb3 Rxab, but was |
Black playing for tricks? |

3. Rxb5?!

Of course 3. Kf2? bxa4. Neverthe-
less, it seems to me that 3. axbd! gives
better prospects for the win. If 3. ..
Rxg3 + 4. Kf2 Regd4 5. Ke3 Rxh4 6. Rd6.
In this case, the pawn is closer to pro-
motion, and the White King is closer to
help it.

3....Rxg3 + 4. Kf2 Rg4 5. Ke3 Rxh4
6. a5 Rh3 + 7. Kd4

7. ... Ri3?

Black is pushing his luck too hard. 1
assume in time pressure he could not
calculate the race after 7. ... Ra3, so
he tries to force the White King back
to e4 to gain a tempo. After 7. ... Ra3!,
he still can save himself in two wavs.
For example: 8. Ke¢5 h4! 9. Kb6 h3 10.
Rb2 Rg3 (or 10. ... Kg7 11. a6 Khé 12.
a7 Kh5 13. Kb7 Kg4 14. a8 = Q Rxa8
15. Kxa8 Kxf4 is good too) 11. a6 Rg2
12. Rb1 h2, and now if 13. a7 Rb2 +!
or 13. Rh1 Rb2 + 14. Ke¢7 Ra2 15. Kb7
Rb2 + draws. The White King can't
lock himself out on the Rook file
because Black wins with his free King.

8. Kc5 Rxf4

Too late for 8. ... Ra3 9. Kb6 h4 10.
a6 h3 11. Rb2 Kg7 12. a7 Kh6 13. Rh2
and Rxh3 + ! is coming.

9. a6 Ra4 10. Kh6 h4 11. Ra5 Rh4 +
12. Kc7 Rc4 + 13. Kd7 Rd4 + 14. Ke7,
Black resigns

Once again, the old adage ‘““a bird in
the hand is worth two in the bush’ is
proven true. u
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International Postal Chess
For information about interna-

tional postal chess, write: Tyler
Kelly, 642 Alvarado, #211, San
Francisco, CA 94114,

Gems of 1980

Solutions from page 7
0 s S

(I) 1. Q-N2! (1. ... P-KR3 2. P-Q5ch
K-R2 3. P-Q6, Black resigns).

(II.) 1. RxP, Black resigns (1. ... KxR
2. Q-R5ch and 3. Q-R8ch).

(II.) 1. BxN PxB 2. R-Q1, with a
winning K-and-P ending after P-N5.

(IV.) 1. ... BR6ch! 2. KxB P-K7 3.
QxB P-K8(Q) wins.

(V) 1. .. PB4! 2. RN6 PKB5.
White resigns (3. K-R3 B-B6).

(VL) 1. N-N5 QN5 (1. ... PxN 2.

Q-K7) 2. QxRP PxN 3. RxPch K-B1 4.
P-R3! wins.

(VIL) 1. ... NxBP! 2. KxN BxN 3.
QxB B-Q5ch 4. K-B3 Q-K8! wins (5.
N-K4 R-Bich 6. K-N4 R-K1 7. QQ3
RxNch!).

(VIIL.) 1.0-00'NxQ 2.R-Q7ch K-K1
(2. ... K-B3 3. NxPch K-B4 4. RxPch
K-N5 5. P-R3ch RxP 6. P-B3ch) 3. BxN!
B-K2 4. RxPch, Black resigns.

(IX.) 1....QxR!! 2. RxQ R-K8 3. RxR
RxR 4. N-B1 RxN 5. Q-R4 N-K5 wins (6.
P-KN3 N/K-B7ch 7. K-N2 N-K6ch 8.
K-B3 N/B-Q8ch). I
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USCF Postal
Tournaments

Class

A $4.0C entry fee puts you into a
tournament section with three
other players of your own class.
You play two games simultaneous-
ly with each opponent (one as
White, one as Black) on one set of
postcards. The player with the
highest score wins the 1st place ti-
tle for that tournament. (This par-
ticular tournament is recommend-
ed for those new to playing chess
by mail.)

Victory

A $7.50 entry fee puts you into a
tournament section with six other
players within your class. Each con-
testant plays six games. — three as
White and three as Black. First prize
ISa S20 credit toward the purchase
of chess books and equipment
from the USCF catalog. Second
prize is a $10 credit.

Entries are restricted to those
who have completed at least one
Postal Chess assignment with no
forfeit losses.

The Class and Victory tour-
naments are open to USCF
members who live in the 50 United
States, Puerto Rico and Canada, or
who have APO or FPO addresses.

Class Divisions
Class A = Unusually strong
players

Class B = Strong players
Class C = Intermediate
Class D = Novice

United States Chess Federation
186 Route 9W
New Windsor, NY 12550
914-562-8350

| enclose for sections in the
Class Tournaments at S4 eachand  sections
In the Victory Tournaments at S7.50 each

I am (check one) already a postalite: a
newcomer to postal chess — if so, check ap-
proximate strength: Class (/A, (1B, [ IC, (1D

USCFID NO
Name
Address

City

State ZIP

ROYS

BEn

Batf

CligS

B Grandmaster Pal Benko NN

Please send all submissions for this column to: Pal Benko, P.O. Box 313, Gracie Station, New York, NY 10028

No. 1173
Andrew Fink, Massachusetts
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Mate in two
Twins: (1.) Rc6» {6; (I1l.) Rf6 off

No. 1175
Antony Mostacci, Massachusetts
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Mate in three

No. 1177
Bill Alexander, California
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White draws

No. 1174
Luke Neyndorff, California
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Mate in two

No. 1176
Daniel Meinking, Ohio
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Helpmates in two
Twins: (I.) Pa6» b6; (I11.) Ka7» a6; (I1l.) Ka6» b5

No. 1178
Cedric R. Taylor, Virginia
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White wins

December Solutions

1167 (Fink): 1. Q-R6!.

1168 (Arango): 1. Q-B5!.

1169 (Romanenko): 1. Q-R8! KxP (or 1. ...
K-N3) 2. @N8ch.

1170 (Benko): (I.) 1. P-K5 P-B4 2. P-K6
P-B5 3. P-K7 P-B6 4. P-K8(R)! P-B7 5. R-K7
P-B8(Q) 6. RQ7 Q-B1, mate; (II.) 4. P-K8(B)'
P-B7 5. BQ7 P-B8(Q) 6. K-K8 QB1, mate;
(III.) 4. P-K8(R)! P-B7 5. R-K4 P-B8(Q) 6.
R-KR4 (-B4, mate; (IV.) 4. P-K8(B)! P-B7 5.
B-Q7 P-B8(Q) 6. B-N4 (Q-R3, mate.

1171* (Ban): 1. R-R7! B-B6 2. R-R6! (not 2.

P-B6¢ch K-RZ! 3. RxPch K-N1, with a drawn
position) 2. ... B N5 3. R-N6 B-Q8 4. R-KR6!!
B-N5 5. P-B6ch! and, after K-B4 to K-K7, 10.
R-N6¢ch! wins. Nice idea — and practical.
1172* (Ban): 1. N-N5 RxP 2. NxP RxP 3.
NxP! K-B6 4. N-N4 R-B5 5. N-Q3!' (5.
B-Q1ch? K-K6 6. N-R2 K-Q7 7. B-B3 R-B5
wins) 5. ... K-K6 6. BN1 RxP 7. N-K5 R-N8 8.
N-B7 P-N5 9. N-R6 P-N6 10. N-B5ch and 11.
NxP!, with a theoretically drawn ending.
*In memory of Dr. Jeno Ban, Hungarian
endgame composer, columnist and master.
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