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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Welcome to Winning with Chess in Your Library. Your panelists: Neil Krasnoff, Highland Park High School librarian. Neil has started chess clubs at every school he’s worked at over the past 20 years. Kerol Harrod, Denton Public Librarian, a chess novice who nonetheless has hosted chess clubs, tournaments, educational programs, and chess exhibitions at his library. You can ask any of us questions at any time during our PowerPoint. We will give each person that asks a question this orange knight USB drive, courtesy of The University of Texas at Dallas chess program. There are also brochures about the UT Dallas Chess Program available for all who are in attendance.



Why libraries partner with chess programs

Chess attracts patrons of all 
ages, who might not 
ordinarily visit your library

Presenter
Presentation Notes
My name is Alexey Root and I will moderate this panel. I was the 1989 U.S. Women’s Chess Champion. I have written seven books about chess in education, including Read, Write, Checkmate: Enrich Literacy With Chess Activities, which has a chapter on chess and libraries. Chess is popular, especially with boys and men. Having chess in your library will help attract more boys and men to your library. My fellow presenters will discuss other groups that might also be attracted by chess. Having chess sets available for checkout or designated times and places for chess are ways to have chess in your library. This presentation will give you some additional ideas for chess in your library.



Partners in education: Eugene McDermott 
Library and UT Dallas Chess Program

The UT Dallas Chess program and the Eugene 
McDermott Library have been partners for 
Annual Chess Festival (ChessFest)

Blindfold Chess

Chess Educator of the Year award

Special chess displays at the library featuring 
chess books, artifacts, trophies, and certificates

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here Alexey Root will describe blindfold chess, which is pictured in the photo.



First ChessFest in the McDermott Library
University and community members challenging 
UT Dallas chess team players

Chess Program Director Tim Redman’s lecture: 
“Chess @ UTD – What and Why?”

Internet chess match featuring UT Dallas Chess 
team playing other collegiate teams

Living chess game

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here Alexey Root will mention that another one of her books is The Living Chess Game: Fine Arts Activities for Kids 9-14, based on classes she ran at the Denton Public Library that culminated in a living chess game performance. The classes incorporated art, music, dance, theater, and chess. The pictured living chess game is at the UT Dallas library. March 23, 2002 was the first ChessFest at the McDermott Library. 



Chess Educator of the Year

Chess Educator of the Year award recipient 
speaks during ChessFest at the McDermott 
Library

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Pictured is the 2017 Chess Educator of the Year, Grandmaster Andy Soltis, longtime chess columnist for the New York Post. Grandmaster Susan Polgar was the first Chess Educator of the Year in 2004.



Chess Educator of the Year 

Around 100 UT Dallas staff, faculty, 
students, chess enthusiasts, and members 
of the UT Dallas chess team attend the 
Chess Educator of the Year program.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The audience listening to Soltis’s talk. Dr. Alexey Root teaches online college credit courses about chess in education for UT Dallas. This Chess Educator evening is one of the in-person extra credit events for her students. 



Library Services
www.uschess.org

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The US Chess Federation provided slides 7-13 and copies of their publications, Chess Life and Chess Life Kids, which we are handing out to you today.



What is the US Chess Federation?

● The US Chess Federation (US Chess) is the official 
governing body and nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization 
for chess players and chess supporters in the United 
States. 

● Mission Statement: Empowering people through 
chess one move at a time.

● Vision Statement: Our vision is to enrich the lives of 
all persons and communities through increasing the 
play, study, and appreciation of the game of chess.



Why a Library-Chess Partnership?

● Increases library traffic

● Chess is a game enjoyed by all 
ages and by people from all 
walks of life

● Library-based chess clubs offer a 
new community service

● Low-cost investment to get into 
the game



For Adults

Chess Life magazine
● Leading chess magazine in the U.S.

● In continuous production since 1936

● Filled with instruction and human 
interest stories

● Monthly library subscription: $50/year



For Kids

Chess Life Kids magazine
● For readers under the age of 13, with

a core readership of ages 8-10

● Filled with instruction and human 
interest stories

● Bi-monthly library subscription: $18/year



Become a US Chess Affiliate

● Does your library sponsor (or 
want to sponsor) a chess club? 
If so, consider becoming a US 
Chess Affiliate. As an affiliate 
paying an annual fee of $40, 
your library will receive both of 
our publications and will be 
authorized to hold US Chess 
rated events.



Contact Us
● Call the US Chess Membership department 

at: 1-800-903-USCF (8723), ext. 4

● Email the US Chess Membership 
department at: tlee@uschess.org

● If you subscribe to EBSCO and utilize 
Flipster, contact your representative to 
access our Flipster versions of both 
publications.

● www.uschess.org



Highland Park High School Library
After School Exhibition

Reigning high school national champion visits chess club for a simultaneous chess exhibition.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Neil and Kerol: Could you tell what a simultaneous chess exhibition is, and what you like about having one at your library?



Service Projects

Students earn service hours teaching chess to others and 
reaching out to community Elementary school partners

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Ask Neil about partnership with Highland Park Public Library, which is an additional service project not pictured here.



Fun with Fundraisers

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Neil, since fundraisers have to do with money, this might be a good time to ask about the differences between academic, school, and public library chess programs. Neil, are fundraisers necessary to take students to US Chess rated tournaments? One concern some chess tournament directors have, and Kerol might address this too, is how to charge entry fees to cover US Chess rating fees in a library environment, where fees can be an issue.



Inspiring Travel Opportunities

SuperNationals 2017 Meeting World Champion Kasparov

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Neil could show this slide too, in relation to chess and money, as it cost a lot of money to take a team from TX to the Gaylord Resort in Nashville, TN for SuperNationals VI. SuperNationals are held every four years and combine the National Elementary, National Junior High, and National High School tournaments in one location. 5577 children played in 2017, making it the largest rated tournament ever.



Girl Power





International Games Week

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Ask Kerol about Denton HS chess club group pictured as leading the chess activities. What were the benefits to the library and the high school students? Note that the next International Games Week is coming up November 4-10, 2018.



Chess classes

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Ask Kerol about the TAMS students who are volunteering: What is their motivation?



Family chess challenge



Chess club

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Kerol, what is the age range at chess club?



Chess as a community of practice



Alexey Root
aroot@utdallas .edu

Neil Krasnoff
krasnoN@hpisd.org

Kerol Harrod 
kerol.harrod@cityofdenton.com

Photos on slides 3, 4, and 6 courtesy of UT Dallas Eugene 
McDermott Library

Buy Dr. Alexey Root’s books at the ABC-CLIO Booth # 
1713 in the TLA Exhibit Hall

Photo of Ben Kemna on slide 24 was taken by Jim 
Hollingsworth of the Texas Chess Association at a chess 
match sponsored by the Oklahoma Chess Foundation 
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