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WHITE TO MOVE

SOLUTIONS
POSITION 1 Let’s start with an easy one. 28. ... Rc2! What, 
you thought you should take the rook? Mate takes priority 
over material! Now White has to misplace the queen and 
defend the g2-square. In the game 28. ... Bxa1? 29. Rxa1 
f6 30. Qe6+ was winning for White (De Lellis – Barash, 
Foxwoods, 2023) 29. Qg3 or 29. Qh3 Bxa1 30. Rxa1 Rd3! 
29. ... Bxa1 30. Rxa1 Qa7+! Deflecting the defender 
of the last rank! Black wins in short order. POSITION 2 
White wins material and the game with 28. Rxc4+! dxc4 
29. Bxa8 d5 30. Rd1 Kd6 31. Bb7 b5 32. g3 g5 33. h3 f5 
34. Kc2 Ke6 35. Bc6, Black resigned. (Times – Sharuda, 
Foxwoods 2023) POSITION 3 15. Nc4! Taking advantage of 

the ‘looseness’ of the Black position. In the game, White 
played 15. g3 and now 15. ... Nxf3 (15. ... Bxh3?! was played 
in Rizzo – Slade, Foxwoods 2023) 16. Qxf3 Bxh3 17. Rfd1 
(or 17. Rfe1 Ne5) 17. ... Qg6 and Black is winning. 15. ... 
dxc4 If 15. ... Qg6 16. Qxd5 Nxf3 17. Qxf3. 16. Qxd6 Bxd6 
17. Nxg5 with equality. POSITION 4 22. ... Qh3+! Here 
22. ... Re4? lets White off the hook, i.e., 23. Rf4 Qh3+ 24. 
Kg1 Qxe3+ 25. Rf2! Qg3+ 26. Rg2 Qe3+ 27. Rf2 Qg3+ 28. 
Rg2 Qe3+ 29. Rf2 and here Rizzo – Slade, Foxwoods 2023, 
was drawn. 23. Kg1 Rxe3 now Black threatens mate in 
four: 24. ... Rg3 25. Kf2 Rg2+ 26. Ke1 Qh4+ 27. Rf2 Qxf2 
mate. Best is 24. Qxd5 Rg3+! 25. Kf2 Qh2+ 26. Ke1 Re8+ 
27. Kd1 Rd8 and Black should win. POSITION 5 After  

21. ... Bc8! (and not 21. ... Qa4? 22. Ra3 with an equal 
position in Hardaway – Hoy, Foxwoods 2023) there is no 
good way to defend the b6-bishop due to a back-rank 
problem, i.e. 22. Qb5 Note that 22. Qxc8 Rxc8 23. Nxc8 
Bxb6 24. Nxb6 Qb5 wins for Black. 22. ... Qxb5 23. Nxb5 
Bxb6 24. axb6? Ra1, mate. POSITION 6 35. Be6! clears 
the seventh rank, with the idea of 36. e8=Q+ Rxe8 37. Rxh7 
mate! This improves on 35. e8=Q+ Rxe8 36. Bxe8 Qxe8 37. 
Rxh7+? (37. Nf7+!) 37. ... Kg8 38. Qc7 e3 and Black eventu-
ally won in Slade – Times, Foxwoods 2023. On 35. ... Re8 
Or 35. ... Qe8 36. Nf7+ Kg7 37. Nd6 and now if 37. ... Qh8 
White plays the shattering 38. e8=N+!! Kh6 39. Nf7+ Kh5 
40. Qd1+ Kh4 41. g3 mate 36. Nf7+ Kg7 37. Nd6 and wins.
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