
State Nonprofit Association State Association Resources on Nonprofit 
Formation State Agency for Incorporation State Charitable Registration Agency

Alabama http://www.alabamanonprofits.org http://www.alabamanonprofits.org/how-to-start-a-nonprofit/
https://www.sos.alabama.gov/business-entities/domestic-
corporations https://www.alabamaag.gov/consumerlicense

Alaska
https://www.councilofnonprofits.org/article-tags/alaska and 
http://www.forakergroup.org/

https://www.councilofnonprofits.org/tools-resources/how-start-
nonprofit 
(AK uses National Council for Nonprofits Boilerplate)

https://www.commerce.alaska.gov/web/cbpl/corporations/corpfor
msfees/formsbyentity.aspx

http://www.law.alaska.gov/department/civil/consumer/charities_lis
t.html

Arizona https://arizonanonprofits.org

https://ecorp.azcc.gov/AzFAQ/Index  
https://www.azcc.gov/docs/default-source/corps-
files/instructions/c011i-instructions-articles-of-inc-
nonprofit.pdf?sfvrsn=eac39497_2 As of 9/13/2013, no charitable solicittation registration required

Arkansas Suspended operations in 2017
https://www.sos.arkansas.gov/business-commercial-services-
bcs/nonprofit-charitable-entities/

https://www.sos.arkansas.gov/business-commercial-services-
bcs/nonprofit-charitable-entities/charitable-entities

California https://calnonprofits.org https://calnonprofits.org/resources/starting-a-california-nonprofit

https://www.sos.ca.gov/business-programs/business-entities/filing-
tips/filing-tips-corp/#artsnp
https://www.sos.ca.gov/business-programs/business-entities/filing-
tips/filing-tips-corp/additional-provisions-np/ https://www.oag.ca.gov/charities

Colorado https://www.coloradononprofits.org
https://www.coloradononprofits.org/knowledge/faq/how-do-i-start-
nonprofit-organization https://www.sos.state.co.us/biz/FileDoc.do https://www.sos.state.co.us/pubs/charities/charitableHome.html

Connecticut http://ctnonprofitalliance.org

https://www.councilofnonprofits.org/tools-resources/how-start-
nonprofit
(CT uses National Council for Nonprofits Boilerplate)

https://portal.ct.gov/SOTS/Commercial-Recording/Business-
Services---Home-Page
(Use Nonstock Corporation form for filing)

https://portal.ct.gov/DCP/License-Services-Division/License-
Division/Non-Profit-Organization

Delaware https://delawarenonprofit.org

https://delawarenonprofit.org/wp-
content/uploads/2017/09/Checklist-for-Starting-a-Nonprofit-
Organization-in-Delaware.pdf https://corp.delaware.gov/corpformsexemptcorp09/

No charitable solicitation registration required but disclosure 
requirements exists

District of Columbia https://www.nonprofitadvancement.org/
https://www.nonprofitadvancement.org/tools-resources/start-a-
nonprofit/ https://dcra.dc.gov/service/domestic-nonprofit-corporation https://dcra.dc.gov/node/1429581

Florida http://www.flnonprofits.org/
https://www.flnonprofits.org/page/BecomeANonprofit?&hhsearch
terms=%22start+and+nonprofit%22 http://form.sunbiz.org/pdf/cr2e006.pdf http://forms.freshfromflorida.com/10100.pdf

Georgia https://www.gcn.org https://www.gcn.org/Starting-a-Nonprofit-Organization-in-Georgia
https://sos.ga.gov/corporations/acrobat/applications/Filing%20Pr
ocedure%20-%20Corporation.pdf https://sos.ga.gov/index.php/charities

HawaiI https://hano-hawaii.org https://hano-hawaii.org/resources/starting-a-nonprofit/ https://cca.hawaii.gov/breg/registration/dnc/ https://portal.ehawaii.gov/home/online-services/charity-payments/

Idaho https://www.idahononprofits.org https://www.idahononprofits.org/starting-a-nonprofit.html https://sos.idaho.gov/corp/corp_form.html No charitable solicitation registration required

Illinois https://myforefront.org/
https://www.cyberdriveillinois.com/departments/business_services
/incorporation/nfp_instructions.html http://www.ag.state.il.us/charities/register_report.html

Indiana https://www.in.gov/attorneygeneral/2991.htm No charitable solicitation registration or reporting required

Iowa http://inrc.law.uiowa.edu/ https://sos.iowa.gov/nonprofits/forming.html
https://www.iowaattorneygeneral.gov/for-businesses/professional-
fundraisers-and-charity-information--registration

Kansas https://ksnpc.org https://sos.kansas.gov/filing-center/business-entities-forms/ https://sos.kansas.gov/filing-center/business-entities-forms/

Kentucky https://www.kynonprofits.org https://www.kynonprofits.org/learn/starting-a-nonprofit

https://www.sos.ky.gov/bus/business-filings/Pages/default.aspx
https://web.sos.ky.gov/forms/corp//NAI-
Articles%20of%20Incorporation-Non-Profit%20Corporation.pdf

https://ag.ky.gov/Priorities/Protecting-
Kentuckians/charity/Pages/registration.aspx

Louisiana https://lano.org https://lano.org/want-to-start-a-nonprofit/ https://www.sos.la.gov/BusinessServices/Pages/default.aspx https://www.ag.state.la.us/Page/CharitableOrganizations

Maine https://www.nonprofitmaine.org
https://www.nonprofitmaine.org/learn/resources/starting-a-
nonprofit/ https://www.maine.gov/sos/cec/corp/nonprofit.html

https://www.maine.gov/pfr/professionallicensing/professions/chari
table/organization.html

Maryland https://www.marylandnonprofits.org
https://www.marylandnonprofits.org/what-we-offer/start-a-
nonprofit/steps-to-start-nonprofit/

https://sos.maryland.gov/Charity/Pages/Non-Profit-
Organization.aspx https://sos.maryland.gov/Charity/Pages/Registering-Charity.aspx

Massachusetts http://massnonprofitnet.org
http://massnonprofitnet.org/nonprofit-resources/starting-a-
nonprofit/ https://www.sec.state.ma.us/cor/corpweb/cornp/npinf.htm https://www.mass.gov/info-details/registering-a-public-charity

Michigan https://www.mnaonline.org
https://www.michigan.gov/lara/0,4601,7-154-
89334_61343_35413---,00.html

https://www.michigan.gov/ag/0,4534,7-359-
82915_82919_80762---,00.html

Minnesota https://www.minnesotanonprofits.org
https://www.minnesotanonprofits.org/resources-tools/starting-a-
nonprofit

https://www.sos.state.mn.us/business-liens/business-forms-
fees/minnesota-non-profit-corporation-forms/

https://www.ag.state.mn.us/Charity/InfoCharitableorgandTrusts.a
sp

Mississippi https://alliancems.org
https://www.sos.ms.gov/BusinessServices/Pages/Non-Profit-
Requirements.aspx https://www.sos.ms.gov/Charities/Pages/default.aspx

Missouri www.nscnow.org https://www.sos.mo.gov/business/corporations/forms.asp
https://www.ago.mo.gov/civil-division/consumer/business-
registrations/charitable-organizations-professional-fundraisers
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Montana https://www.mtnonprofit.org https://sosmt.gov/business/general-information/ No charitable solicitation registration required

Nebraska https://www.nonprofitam.org
https://www.nonprofitam.org/page/startanonprofit?&hhsearchter
ms=%22start+and+nonprofit%22

https://sos.nebraska.gov/business-services/forms-and-fee-
information No charitable solicitation registration required

Nevada https://alliancefornevadanonprofits.com
https://alliancefornevadanonprofits.com/resources/how-to-start-a-
nonprofit/ https://www.nvsilverflume.gov/startBusiness

https://www.nvsos.gov/sos/licensing/state-business-
license/nonprofit-solicitation-requirements

New Hampshire https://www.nhnonprofits.org
https://www.nhnonprofits.org/resource-center/how-start-nonprofit-
new-hampshire https://sos.nh.gov/npleader.aspx https://www.doj.nh.gov/charitable-trusts/

New Jersey http://www.njnonprofits.org https://www.njnonprofits.org/FormingNP.html
https://www.state.nj.us/treasury/taxation/rsb100.shtml#Incorporat
ion

https://www.njconsumeraffairs.gov/charities/Pages/charities-
registration-forms.aspx

New Mexico https://www.centerfornonprofitexcellence.org
https://www.centerfornonprofitexcellence.org/steps-forming-
nonprofit

https://www.sos.state.nm.us/business-services/start-a-
business/domestic-nm-non-profit-corporation/ https://www.nmag.gov/charity-registration-faq.aspx

New York https://www.nycon.org https://www.nycon.org/resources/start-a-nonprofit https://www.dos.ny.gov/corps/nfpcorp.html https://www.charitiesnys.com/faqs_reg_new.html

North Carolina https://www.ncnonprofits.org https://www.ncnonprofits.org/starting-nonprofit
https://www.sosnc.gov/online_services/search/by_title/_Business
_Registration https://www.sosnc.gov/divisions/charities/licensing

North Dakota https://www.ndano.org
https://www.ndano.org/resources/starting-a-north-dakota-
nonprofit.html

http://sos.nd.gov/business/nonprofit-services/nonprofit-
corporation

http://sos.nd.gov/business/nonprofit-services/charitable-
organizations

Ohio https://www.oano.org
https://www.sos.state.oh.us/globalassets/publications/busserv/no
nprofit.pdf

https://www.ohioattorneygeneral.gov/Business/Services-for-
Charities

Oklahoma https://www.oklahomacenterfornonprofits.org
https://www.oklahomacenterfornonprofits.org/resources/nonprofit-
resources/501c3-startguide_okcnp_2016/ https://www.sos.ok.gov/business/forms.aspx https://www.sos.ok.gov/forms/FM0101.PDF

Oregon https://nonprofitoregon.org
https://nonprofitoregon.org/sites/default/files/uploads/file/NAO%2
0Nonprofit%20Start-up%20Packet%20CURRENT.pdf

https://sos.oregon.gov/business/Pages/domestic-nonprofit-
corporation-forms.aspx

https://www.doj.state.or.us/charitable-activities/starting-or-closing-
a-charity/registering-a-new-charity/

Pennsylvania https://pano.org
https://pano.org/starting-a-nonprofit-organization-in-
pennsylvania/

https://www.dos.pa.gov/BusinessCharities/Charities/Pages/defau
lt.aspx

https://www.dos.pa.gov/BusinessCharities/Charities/RegistrationF
orms/Pages/default.aspx

Rhode Island No state association https://www.sos.ri.gov/divisions/business-portal/business-basics https://dbr.ri.gov/divisions/charitable/

South Carolina https://www.togethersc.org https://www.togethersc.org/before-you-start-a-nonprofit https://sos.sc.gov/online-filings/business-entities https://sos.sc.gov/online-filings/charities-pfrs-and-raffles/charities

South Dakota No state association
https://sdsos.gov/Business-Services/corporations/corporate-
forms/nonprofit-corporations.aspx No charitable solicitation registration required

Tennessee

Tennessee has regional associations: 
East: https://www.betternonprofits.org
Middle: https://www.cnm.org 
West: https://momentumnonprofitpartners.org

https://momentumnonprofitpartners.org/so-you-want-to-start-a-
nonprofit https://sos.tn.gov/business-services/non-profit-corporations https://sos.tn.gov/charitable/charitable-organizations-forms

Texas https://tano.org https://tano.org/nonprofit-info-page/starting-a-nonprofit/ https://www.sos.state.tx.us/corp/nonprofit_org.shtml

Only certain types of nonprofit organizations are required to 
register. Read more at 
https://www.texasattorneygeneral.gov/divisions/financial-
litigation/charitable-trusts/registration-and-filings

Utah https://utahnonprofits.org https://utahnonprofits.org/resources/startinganonprofit https://corporations.utah.gov/business/dnp.html https://dcp.utah.gov/registrations/charities.html

Vermont https://commongoodvt.org https://commongoodvt.org/nonprofit-101/startups/ https://sos.vermont.gov/corporations/registration/
Paid fundraisers must register. There might be some county 
and/or local registration requirements too. 

Virginia
https://www.connectva.org/
Central VA: https://www.thecne.org https://www.connectva.org/?s=start+a+nonprofit https://www.scc.virginia.gov/clk/begin.aspx https://www.vdacs.virginia.gov/food-charitable-solicitation.shtml

Washington https://washingtonnonprofits.org
https://www.sos.wa.gov/_assets/corps/washington-nonprofit-
handbook-2018-edition.pdf

https://www.sos.wa.gov/corps/nonprofitcorporationsonlineandpa
perregistration.aspx https://www.sos.wa.gov/charities/charitable-organizations.aspx

West Virginia https://wvnpa.org https://wvnpa.org/starting-a-nonprofit/ https://apps.wv.gov/sos/bizwiz https://sos.wv.gov/business/Pages/RegStepsCharPFR.aspx

Wisconsin https://wisconsinnonprofits.org https://wisconsinnonprofits.org/how-do-you-start-a-nonprofit/ https://www.wdfi.org/corporations/forms/corp181forms.htm https://wdfi.org/CharitableOrganizations/forms.htm

Wyoming http://www.wynonprofit.org
https://wynonprofit.org/resources/Documents/Starting%20a%20N
P%20in%20Wyoming%20-%20Final.pdf https://soswy.state.wy.us/Forms/Default.aspx?root=Business No charitable solicitation registration required
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