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SOLUTIONS
1) 34. ... Rxh4+ and White resigned, 
due to: 35. Bh3 Rhxh3+ 36. Kg1 
Rf1 mate. (Sarkar – Srivatshav, 
Charlotte, 2025) 2) 39. ... Rb1+ Black 
forces mate: 40. Kg2 Bf1+ 41. Kg1 
Bh3+ 42. Bd1 Rxd1 mate. (Altman 
– Bortnyk, Charlotte, 2025) 3) 32. 
Rxc7! Winning material. 32. ... Ba8 
The point was 32. ... Nxc7 33. Rxc7 
Ba8 34. Rc8+ wins two pieces and 
a pawn for the rook. 33. Ra7 and 
White went on to win. (Bok – Yang, 

Charlotte, 2025) 4) 33. Nxe5 Qxc4 
The point was 33. ... Qxe5 34. Bd4 
pinning the queen. 34. Nxc4 White 
has won a clean pawn and later won 
the game. (Nyzhnyk – Abraham, 
Charlotte, 2025) 5) 36. ... Rg8 Pin 
and win! 37. Rg4 Rxg4 Here, White 
resigned, as 38. hxg4 opens the 
h-file. But 38. Qxg4 Rg8 wins the 
queen just as easily. 38. ... Rc1+ 39. 
Qf1 This is forced, and Black wins. 
(Shabalov – Moon, Charlotte, 2025) 
6) 21. ... Bf5 A lovely quiet move 

that shows the importance of being 
familiar with typical checkmating 
patterns. Black threatens ... Rb8-
b1 with mate. 22. Qc3 Clearing 
the d2-square for the king. The 
simplest defense of 22. Nc3 drops 
a piece to: 22. ... Bxc5 when Black 
still threatens Boden’s mate with ... 
Bc5-a3+. 22. ... Bxc5 23. Nxc5 Qf4+ 
White must either play Qc3-e3, or 
put a piece on d2, when ... Rb8-
b1+ is again a checkmate. (Nasta – 
Xiong, Charlotte, 2025, analysis)

# 1.

 A B C D E F G H

8
7
6
5
4
3
2
1

BLACK TO PLAY

#4. 

 A B C D E F G H

8
7
6
5
4
3
2
1

WHITE TO PLAY

# 2.

 A B C D E F G H

8
7
6
5
4
3
2
1

BLACK TO PLAY

# 5.

 A B C D E F G H

8
7
6
5
4
3
2
1

BLACK TO PLAY

# 3.

 A B C D E F G H

8
7
6
5
4
3
2
1

WHITE TO PLAY

# 6. 

 A B C D E F G H

8
7
6
5
4
3
2
1

BLACK TO PLAY

titled players competed in the Super 
Swiss, which GM Awonder Liang 
won in a blitz playoff over GM 
Andrew Hong. 

Today’s example shows the 
importance of defense. White 
played 38. Re8?? looking for 
counterplay. Instead, the passive-
seeming 38. Kf1! would keep the 
game going, as 38. ... Ra1 39. 
Ke1 leaves Black unable to make 
progress. Instead, after 38. ... 
Ra1 39. Bg4 f5, White’s bishop is 

CHARLOTTE CC’S U.S. MASTERS
Today’s puzzles come from the U.S. 
Masters, organized by the Charlotte 
Chess Center over Thanksgiving 
weekend. No fewer than 148 FIDE-

completely trapped, and Black went 
on to win in Atanasov – Brodsky. 
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