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The US Chess Federation is a

501(c)(3) nonprofit organization

dedicated to empowering people

through chess, one move at a time. 
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Our vision is to enrich the lives of 

all persons and communities through

increasing the play, study, and 

appreciation of the game of chess.
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the US Chess Federation (US Chess) is the official governing body and not-for-profit 501(c)(3) 
organization for chess players and chess supporters in the United States. our mission is empowering
people through chess one move at a time. our vision is to enrich the lives of all persons and 
communities through increasing the play, study, and appreciation of the game of chess.

Founded in 1939 with the merger of the american Chess Federation and the National Chess 
Federation, US Chess has grown to serve over 85,000 members.

Every year, US Chess sanctions and rates over 10,000 tournaments and over 700,000 games. We
host over 25 national championships and award titles to both amateurs and professionals, ranging
from elementary school students to senior citizens.

2015-2016 US CHESS ExECUtivE board
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Gary Walters
US Chess President

PRESIDENT’S
REPORT

Dear US Chess Members,

Our Federation is fortunate to have so many do so much so
thanklessly. So, to begin—to all our volunteers—thank you. 

I had a number of false starts as I prepared this year’s President’s
Report. When I first began, I thought that I would delve into the
details of the US Chess Case for Support. That Case for Support
is what we take out to all of you, and to the non-chess playing
world, as we tout our great game and compete for an ever-
shrinking pool of philanthropic dollars. I hope that it is readily
evident that switching from a 501(c)(4) to a (c)(3) is a tremen-
dous amount of work. It is an important transition on which we
are spending an increasing amount of time. As an organization,
as an endeavor, US Chess and our great game are worthy of
support. For the moment, I’m happy to report, “we’ve got this ...
with your help.” And, of course, we’ll be asking for more help as
we go forward.

So, in preparing this Report, I paused to look both backward 
and forward. 

I arrived on the US Chess scene in 1970 and began participating
in our governance in 2010. I am humbled when I think about how
much longer some of you have been here both as players and as
volunteers. You have seen many things during that time. Pause
for just a moment to remember the best and strangest of those
“things.” But don’t dwell!

As I now have one year remaining, I would like to briefly reflect
with you on the past half-dozen years. To the extent that you have
something to add to this, or if you would like to share a different
perspective, do not hesitate to pull me or any other Board or staff

member aside wherever you
may find us around the country
or electronically. I have said it
many times in the past, and I’ll
say it here in this Report: Our
volunteers are essential to the
organization. The current good
health of our organization bodes
well for our future.

To begin, our Federation is stable
overall and we have made
enormous progress on the finan-
cial front. I want to thank Allen
Priest and Randy Bauer—present
and past VPs for Finance—for
their Herculean efforts in this
area, along with one of our best
and most active committees—
the Finance Committee. The
difference in the financial health
of the Federation between now
and six years ago is palpable.
Please do not miss, for example,
Allen’s comment in his own
report about our not borrowing
to get through the summer of
2015. It wasn’t that long ago that
the summer “slowdown” domi-
nated the Federation’s economic
consciousness for much of the
year. The question a few years
ago was not would we have to
borrow, but would we have
enough credit line to borrow all
we needed. Times have changed
and are changing. 

US CHESS & VOLUNTEERISM
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Our office and staff have undergone their own changes, but they
actually now do more with less. That has never been one of my
favorite expressions, but I don’t know how else to put it. There’s
a responsiveness permeating the Federation that has not always
been present. Our staff members form a cohesive and high-
performing group of which we should all be proud. As we go
forward, we will continue to have a presence in Crossville,
Tennessee, as well as in St. Louis, Missouri, and the Board will
work with our states’ delegates to determine the best location
for our future operations. As we promised a couple of years ago,
we’re not in a rush. In sum, office operations are better tuned
today than they have been in decades. Thank you, to our Execu-
tive Director, Jean Hoffman and all her staff.

At the Board level, the organization has calmed and stabilized
significantly in recent years. The days of acrimony are behind us,
and the Board has more lately operated in a collegial manner in
order to bring the Federation back to level. This is paramount as
we step further and further into the charitable world where colle-

Two dedicated members of the US Chess Women’s Committee,
which is this year’s Committee of the Year.

giality and stability are watch-
words not to be ignored. Indeed,
over the past six years, this
Board has been the model of
stability. Four of us have been
together every day of my six
years and another has been here
five of the six years. And yet
another will bookend my service,
being here when I  arr ived 
and again when I leave. This
longevity invites comments of
“time for some new blood” and I
agree. This is obviously also the
spirit of our present term limits.
In that vein, we are about to say
goodbye to Ruth Haring and
Mike Atkins. I thank them both
deeply on behalf of myself and

05

“Our volunteers are essential to the organization.”
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the Federation. I served as Ruth’s vice president every year of her
presidency, and I can say most personally that US Chess owes her
a bottomless debt of gratitude, although she would deny it. A
couple more of us or more will turn over next year.

This all, however, brings us to the title of the Report—Volun-
teerism. US Chess thrives on the backs of its volunteers. As an
organization, it is rather astounding just how far this goes. We
have folks who volunteer to set up chessboards at our events,
who direct nearly countless numbers of chess tournaments in
every state every week, who serve as club officers, who donate
space for our game, who tirelessly and for decades travel from
coast to coast to serve as a delegate, and those who even volun-
teer to run for the US Chess Executive Board. I doubt that we
could open our doors tomorrow without our volunteers. We
certainly wouldn’t keep them open very long without them. 

And so, as we go out into the world of chess every day, please
remember that we must nurture a new generation of volunteers.
You know the benefits of our great game. No other game has stood
the tests for so long and in so many parts of the world. Everyone
here has been astounded at some point by the depth of a combi-
nation or the genius behind a winning strategy. Chess at its best
makes us better in many ways. In those many ways lies the US
Chess Case for Support; that is, why we should receive your
support, ranging from improving our cognitive processes to
teaching us to be gracious in victory and calm in defeat. Our organ-
ization is working diligently to bring that Case to you so that you
may take it to others. In the meantime, though, we need you to be
unrelenting in introducing new players to a beautiful game and in
going out to find new volunteers. At every level of volunteerism
that I’ve just described above, there is ample room for inclusion. 

In the words of Abraham Lincoln,
“He has a right to criticize, who
has a heart to help.” Continue to
help US Chess build both its
power as a membership organi-
zation and as a national charity.
While the membership and
charitable components of US
Chess are separate in some
respects, ultimately, in my view,
they are properly and completely
intertwined. Please never forget
the power of the game of chess.
At its lowest, it is a hanging piece
or a knight fork, which have
their own little agonies and joys,
but at the higher levels, I would
ask you to think about what the
game has meant to you and
those you know. I will not attempt
to give that voice because you
know the game’s good effects on
your life far better than I could
ever describe. Continue to give
back to the game that has 
given much to you. Go out with 
a positive spirit, expecting no
thanks or recognition. 

That said, however, and to end
as well as begin, I  and the
Federation thank you from the
bottoms of our collective hearts
for all that you as volunteers do.
Thanks to those on every
committee, at every chess tour-
nament, at every club meeting,
and especially to all those who
serve as delegates. 

If I traded every minute I have
spent at a chessboard for a
dollar, I would be much less rich. 

Sincerely,

Gary
US Chess President
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“You know the benefits 
of our great game. No 
other game has stood 
the tests for so long 
and in so many parts 
of the world.”
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INFORM AND ENGAGE
THE EDUCATIONAL 

COMMUNITY ABOUT THE
BENEFITS OF CHESS.

#USCHESSGOALS
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PLANNING FOR OUR FUTURE

Jean Hoffman
US Chess Executive Director

EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR’S 
REPORT
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Over the past year, US Chess has rated more games and chess
tournaments than ever before. This record-breaking milestone
speaks to our expanding impact, historic growth, and bright
future as a charitable organization. This is a pivotal time for US
Chess, and I am pleased to share with you some of our recent
accomplishments and achievements. 

It is important to celebrate our successes. However, in order to
build upon our recent period of stability and growth, we must
also identify our weaknesses, mitigate our risks, and plan for our
future. Throughout our annual report, you will find examples of
how we are continuing the process of self-assessment, accepting
the challenges of accountability, and tracking our progress.

One of the ways that we are working to steer our course for the
future is by continuing the comprehensive strategic planning
process started two years ago. Earlier this year, the Executive
Board and key staff revised our organization’s long-term goals in
order to build upon our strengths as an organization, address
opportunities, and outline the desired future. Moving forward, our
new goals—presented throughout this report—offer a high level
roadmap for positive change and provide an important frame-
work for how we will evaluate our success.

In addition to our continued strategic planning efforts, we are also
preparing for our future as a charitable organization. Last year,
we worked with the national nonprofit management firm Graham-
Pelton to conduct a comprehensive Fundraising Planning Study.
The purpose of the Study was to assess the existing level of
support for US Chess fundraising efforts, identify any obstacles
to fundraising success, and recommend the necessary infrastruc-
ture and resources needed to launch an effective fundraising

campaign. The Study findings
provided valuable feed-back
and laid the groundwork for the
launch of our first fund-raising
initiative.

As we plan for the future and
build upon our legacy of achieve-
ment, we are grateful for the loyal
support and dedication of US
Chess staff, volunteers, members
and supporters throughout the
country. Moving forward, our
success and advancement as a
charitable organization will rely
upon igniting your passion for US
Chess and our mission: empower-
ing people through chess one
move at a time.  I hope that the
materials presented in this report
affirm your commitment to our
organization. 

Sincerely,

Jean Hoffman
Executive Director, US Chess
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LOOKING BACK: HIGHLIGHTS FROM OUR YEAR
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JULY 2015

Rising star IM Akshat  

Chandra wins U.S. Junior  

Closed Championship.

SEPTEMBER 2015

Two Sigma donates $30,000  

to support US Chess and  

our World Youth  

Championship team.

FEBRUARY 2016

US Chess Twitter account  

surpasses 10,000 followers.

APRIL 2016

Over 400 girls play in the  

largest All-Girls Open National  

Championships ever, an event  

sponsored by the Kasparov  

Chess Foundation  

Chess Club and Scholastic  

Center of Saint Louis organizes  

the strongest U.S. Championship and 

youngest U.S. Women’s  

Championship ever.

AUGUST 2015

US Chess launches Phase 1 of  

a comprehensive website redesign  

and introduces new visual identity.

NOVEMBER 2015

uschess.org Phase 2 Launch.  

uschess.org/News goes live.

12-year-old Awonder Liang  

becomes youngest American to  

earn the international master title.

MARCH 2016

America’s top-rated player  

GM Fabiano Caruana finishes  

second at World Championship  

Candidates tournament.

JUNE 2016

With three of the top-ten  

players in the world  

(Caruana, Nakamura, So),  

US Chess forms its strongest  

Olympiad team ever.
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MEASURING OUR IMPACT

US Chess is continually growing and the popularity of tournament play has never been higher.
Just since 2010, the number of tournament games that US Chess has rated has increased from
534,665 to an all-time high of over 740,000 in 2016.
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WAPPINGERS FALLS, NEW YORK

Xin Li came to the U.S. from China when she was adopted last
year. “My new sister Lydia and I played lots of games as we were
getting to know each other. She taught me to play chess and my
dad taught me too.” What does she like most about chess? “All
the thinking and learning in order to get better.” 

DAVID PAULINA

UPPER MARLBORO, MARYLAND

When David came to the U.S. from Haiti as a little boy, his
godmother taught him the chess moves. Neither of them would
have predicted that, some 20 years later, the game would become
his full-time profession. After college, “I stumbled into teaching
chess. I got passionate about chess.” David’s a compelling
advocate for the game. “Chess teaches critical analysis and how
to make decisions.” After a pause, he sums up, “It teaches you
how to find the truth in situations.”

10
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#USCHESSGOALS
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It is generally recognized that strategic planning is not an “event.”
According to the Drucker Foundation Self-Assessment Tool,
(Drucker): 

“it is the continual process of strengthening what
works and abandoning what does not, of making
risk-taking decisions with the greatest knowledge 
of their potential effect, and of setting objectives,
appraising performance and results through
systematic feedback, and making ongoing 
adjustments as conditions change.”

Two years ago, the US Chess Executive Board identified longer-
range strategic planning as a key organizational need. To
address this issue, the Executive Board and members of the US
Chess full-time staff participated in a two-day strategic planning
retreat in January 2014. As a result of this process, US Chess
crafted a new mission, complemented it with our first-ever vision
statement and also developed long-term organizational goals
that align with our status as a 501(c)(3) charitable organization.

Since then, the Executive Board and staff have spent a lot of time
familiarizing themselves with “best practices” related to nonprofit
organizations, particularly as they relate to mission, vision, values
and goals.

This year, the Executive Board determined it would be useful to
consider any necessary revisions or augmentations to the work
that had been done to date. Another two-day planning session
was planned for the Executive Board and key full-time staff for
January 2016.

In most strategic planning exercises, some analysis of the existing
internal and external environment is necessary: no organization
exists in a vacuum, and plans should reflect the expected
current/future state of its environment and not simply react to
past events. As the hockey great Wayne Gretzky once said, “I
skate to where the puck is going to be, not where it has been.”

12

The following provides a brief
description of the current/
future state of the organization
as the Executive Board envi-
sioned it prior to the 2016
strategic planning session.

Led by US Chess Vice President
Randy Bauer, the Executive
Board and key staff focused
their time and attention on the
following key activities:

• Reviewing and modifying
(as needed) the mission,
vision, values statements
and the organization’s
goals

• Reviewing the results 
of past activities and 
any new initiatives that
may align with the 
organization’s goals

• Reviewing the results 
of the Graham-Pelton
fundraising feasibility
study and 
recommendations

• Devising (as appropriate)
a framework for a
fundraising/development
campaign in light of the
Graham-Pelton findings
and recommendations

STRATEGIC PLANNING ACTIVITIES
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Organization Mission,
Vision and Values 
Statements
There was significant discussion
around each of these subject areas.
While the sentiment was not univer-
sal, it was decided that no changes
would be made to these at this time.
The general consensus appears to 
be to allow these statements to
“grow” on the membership and the
organization and to not constantly
tinker with them. At the same time,
there is an understanding that they
should be regularly revisited and
could be changed in the future.

Revised Goals
There was substantial discussion
about changes to the organiza-
tion’s goals. There was a general
consensus that the original goals
were, in several cases, too specific
or focused. After several exercises
to identify key themes and areas of
most need for the organization
(which are to be reflected in the
overarching goals), the following
were agreed upon as the new goals
(in no order of priority):

• Grow the game.

• Inform and engage the
educational community
about the benefits of chess.

• Continuously improve 
US Chess operations and
member services.

• Expand the depth 
and breadth of chess 
partnerships.

• Increase chess opportunities
for under-represented
segments of society.

13

Key Activities for 2016 to Align 

with Revised Goals

Discussion among Executive Board members 
identified a strong belief that the organization is
poised to make substantial progress on its goals in
several areas. However, the consistent constraint on
that progress is the ability to do so within the
existing budget. Given the lack of significant growth
on the revenue side and the need to maintain (or
expand) investments in customer service and our
staff, it was generally agreed that it is time for a
significant commitment to a fundraising program
along the lines of the recommendations within the
Graham-Pelton report.

Based on those recommendations and the Executive
Board’s discussion, the following are identified as
next steps in undertaking a development campaign
to begin no later than January 2017:

1. Develop an infrastructure for a campaign,
including a committee to lead the 
campaign, a committee charter, and supporting
materials;

2. Hire a fundraising consultant to assist with
preparation of campaign materials 
and to assist with campaign coordination;

3. Determine the optimal targets for the
campaign and sources and uses of funds;

4. Create communication tools for the campaign
and for reporting on its progress and ultimate
outcomes.

US Chess crafted 
a new mission ... that
align[s] with our status 
as a 501(c)(3) charitable
organization.
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This is my fifth report as the US Chess Vice President of Finance.
Over the years I have been able to report steady and significant
progress in restoring our Federation to financial stability. While
we are not quite there just yet, this last year has seen us make a
giant stride toward that goal.

Over the years we have focused on getting out of debt. During a
recent prior fiscal year the Life Member Asset Trust paid off the
Crossville headquarters building loan. Then in this 2015-16 fiscal
year the operating account restored all of that money to the LMA
Trust. In the 2014-15 fiscal year the LMA Trust was repaid all funds
advanced to the operating account to cover lawsuit costs from
the late 2000s. Any of the assets of the LMA Trust that were
supporting our bank line of credit were released to free up the
LMA Trust to more properly invest for the long-term.

The LMA Trust has been developing investment guidelines and
changing the securities account structure they have in order to
more fully follow those guidelines. Ever since I have been in this

Allen Priest
US Chess VP of Finance

VP OF FINANCE’S 
REPORT

position we have worked to
restore the LMA Trust funding
levels, and we have not drawn
from the LMA any funding to
support services provided to life
and sustaining members. Shortly
I expect that the LMA will be
able to begin transfers back to
the operating accounts each
quarter to fund these services,
as the delegates have called for
the fund to do. 

While we have still focused on
cost control in the office, we have
also worked to restore some
benefits to our team that had
been ended due to financial 
difficulties. We have changed 
the health insurance plans to
provide opportunities for our
team members to fund costs
with pre-tax dollars. This year we
have added a 401k retirement
plan to at least allow for our
team members to set their own
money aside for retirement on a
pre-tax basis. We are planning to
add a contribution from US Chess
to that plan to benefit all team
members in the 2016-17 fiscal year.

We also see a need to selec-
tively add team members or to
add contract resources to
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administer new programs, replace retiring team members, and
to deal with the fundraising efforts from being a 501(c)(3). We
will be losing some long–term team members and a whole
bunch of institutional knowledge over the next few years. We
will have transition costs. We will also have an opportunity to
re-think how we deliver certain services and programs. 

The team continues to work to adjust to the change from a 501(c)
(4) tax exempt entity to a 501(c)(3) educational and charitable
tax exempt entity. This has not changed the tax form that we file,
but it has changed the reporting and licensing that we have to
obtain from each state to be able to solicit charitable contribu-
tions. It took months to complete that task, and now we are
working to manage the renewal process. At the same time the
Executive Board and the management team of US Chess have
been developing a comprehensive strategy for fundraising. Some
have expressed impatience with the deliberateness of our efforts
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but I believe it is critical to have
a coordinated plan and then
follow it. This is a new experi-
ence for this organization, and
to do it right involves changing
the culture as well as developing
internal structures to properly
coordinate and manage the
process. I believe one of the
worst things we can do is to ask
the wrong people for the wrong
things, or the right people of the
wrong things or amounts.

As we reported to you in the
past, we continue have an
uneven cash flow pattern with
summer being very slow and
the fall and spring being our
high months. This pattern is
likely to always be with us. To
even out the cash flow, we have
historically borrowed on our line
of credit in the summer and paid
it back in the fall and spring.
Over the last several years we
have been able to borrow later
and pay it back earlier. In the
spring of 2015 and then through
the summer of the 2015-16 fiscal
year we were able to build up

This last year
has seen us
make a giant
stride toward
restoring our
Federation
to financial
stability.
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enough in reserves through the spring that we didn’t have to
borrow on the line of credit at all. And that was with paying off
the LMA note as mentioned above. This was a year ahead of the
goal that we had set. 

All of these are very positive signs of the recovery in our Feder-
ation’s finances. But it is not a sign that we can be complacent.

Some dues were raised last year. We need to plan periodic
increases in dues to keep up with costs. We are still seeing
increases in memberships with the younger categories’ growth
outstripping our older categories’. It is important that we
continue to grow and that we increase the rate of retention
between the scholastic ranks and the older age groups. I think
we will always lose a significant number of players who test out
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the game as kids and find other
things that they like to do
better. But the more people we
expose to the game, the more
we will grow even without an
increase in the retention rate.
We are seeing that happen right
now as our largest growth cate-
gories by percentage are youth
and young adult.

While our scholastic national
events have been very strong
the last several years, in 2016-17
we face a SuperNational year
and a move of the grade level
event out of Florida. Florida is
generally a popular spot for the
grade level event which is held
in early winter. So a move north
is a risk. Also while the prior
SuperNationals have been a
success both in the number of
players and financially, we are
“putting our eggs in one
basket.” By only having one
event rather than three in the
spring, we are at greater risk of
disruption by events beyond our

We built up
enough in 
reserves 
through the
spring that we
didn’t have to
borrow on our
line of credit. 
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control. We will insure as much of this risk as we can, but we
cannot insure it all away.

The 2016-17 fiscal year is also a year in which we must fund both
our Olympiad teams and our World Team efforts. Further, the
World Youth is being split into two events this year which we
know will increase our overhead costs. 

We must continue to upgrade our IT systems. We are in the
middle of a significant transition of our websites. We will also
need to make some major changes in our underlying databases.
This will take time to do correctly, and it will take money. 

While we had an outstanding result for 2015-16, we do not expect
the bottom line for 2016-17 to be anywhere close. I think we will
struggle to make the bottom line positive. The costs of the events

S
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S
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S AUDREY HU
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

A second-grader at Jefferson Elementary School, Audrey got
started in chess when she joined a chess summer camp led by
U.S. Amateur Team East regular GM Leonid Yudasin and three-
time All-Army Champion Arthur Macaspac. After checkmating a
rated opponent in her very first tournament, Audrey now belongs
to the ChessMates Chess Club in Rahway, New Jersey, with the
lofty aim of becoming a grandmaster. “Chess is challenging. 
I don’t know if I’ll win or lose. Either way, it’s fun.”

KALIND PARISH
UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA
Now a JD-Ph.D. student at Penn State, Kalind founded the Oberlin
College Chess Club four years ago. Parish admits he “didn’t even
know all the rules of chess or notation,” but that didn’t stop him. 
“I walked into The Slow Train Café and found Constantine
Ananiadis, the college women’s tennis coach, sitting at a chess
board,” Kalind said. “I asked him if there was a chess team.” 
There wasn’t, but Kalish had bumped into the man who would
help him make things happen. The club has competed in the last
four PanAms, hosted the Ohio State Championships, runs two
after-school chess programs, and brought the first PanAm to
Cleveland since 1958. 

coupled with the continued
investments in systems and
people will offset any revenue
gains. But that is why we have
been building up a reserve
fund. And I believe we will add to
that fund in 2017-18, even with
just a break-even 2016-17. 

Sincerely,

Allen Priest
VP of Finance
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In early 2015, after spending ten years as a member
of the Italian Chess Federation, GM FABIANO 

CARUANA rejoined the US Chess Federation and 
became U.S. Champion in his first appearance. 

18
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“I will do 
everything I
can to help
more girls get 
into chess.” 

—IM NAZI PAIKIDZE
2016 U.S. WOMEN’S CHAMPION

Every year, US Chess sanctions and rates over 

10,000 tournaments and over 700,000 games. 

We host over 25 National Championships and award 

titles to both amateurs and professionals, ranging 

from elementary school students to senior citizens.

19
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JEFFERY
XIONG
2016 U.S. JUNIOR

CHAMPION 
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ANUPAMA 
RAJENDRA
2016 KASPAROV

CHESS FOUNDATION

ALL-GIRLS CHAMPION

20
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GM ALEXANDER
VELIKANOV
2015 DENKER CHAMPION

GM ALEXANDER
SHABALOV
2015 U.S. OPEN CHAMPION 

GM ALEXANDER
IVANOV
2015 U.S. SENIOR OPEN

CHAMPION

VIGNESH 
PANCHANATHAM
2016 NATIONAL HIGH

SCHOOL CHAMPION 21
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2016 U.S. Championship: 
Fabiano caruana

2016 U.S. Women’s 
Championship: 
Nazi paikidze

2015 U.S. Open 
Championship: 
alexander shabalov

2016 U.S. Junior 
Closed Championship:
Jeffery Xiong

2016 All-Girls 
Championship:
anupama Rajendra

2016 Game/10 
Championship: 
tigran l. petrosian

2016 National Elementary 
(K-6) Championship:
arthur Guo

2016 National Elementary 
(K-5) Championship: 
Daniel hung

2016 National Elementary 
(K-3) Championship: 
lucas Foerster-Yialamas, 
ming lu, liran Zhou, 
adi murgescu, Ziyang Qiu, 
Vishnu Vanapalli

2016 National 
Elementary (K-1) 
Championship: 
Ryan Wang

2016 National 
High School (K-12) 
Championship:
Vignesh panchanatham,
Kesav Viswanadha, andrew
tang, Justus D. Williams,
Kyle haining, Bryce tiglon

2016 National Junior 
High School (K-9) 
Championship:
maggie Feng

2016 National Junior 
High School (K-8) 
Championship: 
Danial asaria, 
Wesley Wang

2016 National Open:
Ruifeng li, Daniel Fridman

2016 U.S. Junior Open 
Championship:
Under 21—Justin Wang, 
Bovey liu; Under 15—
Rannon huo; Under 11—
hersh singh; Under 8—
sunil amitha aryan surya,
Kai Forbach, pulak 
agarwalla

2016 U.S. Women’s 
Open Championship:
Vera Nebolsina

2016 U.S. Girls Junior
Championship:
Emily Quynh Nguyen

2015 Armed Forces 
Championship:
larry R. larkins (Navy)

2015 Arnold Denker 
Tournament of High 
School Championship:
alexander Velikanov

2015 Dewain Barber 
K-8 Championship:
advait patel

2015 Game/
15 Championship: 
aleksandr lenderman

2015 National 
Girls Invitational 
Championship: 
Jennifer R. Yu, 
anupama Rajendra,
Veronika Zilajeva, 
Evan Xiang

2015 U.S. Blind 
Championship:
albert pietrolungo

2015 U.S. Class 
Championship:
master—andrey stukopin,
Jeffery Xiong, andrey
Gorovets; X—Nicholas F.
matta; a—Jhonel Baldago
Baniel; B—Nephtali t. Diaz; 
c—andy scott hudson, 
Dylan traber Kaye; D—
albert Rodriguez, Benjamin
hughes; E—sasa pocek; 
Unrated—charles adney
moore

2015 U.S. Senior 
Open Championship:
alexander ivanov

2016 U.S. Amateur 
Team East: “
academy of talented 
Youth i” (Ethan li, 
henry Qi, Warren 
Wang, Wesley Wang)

2016 U.S. Amateur 
Team West:
“Rainbow Unicorns”
(cameron Wheeler, 
albert lu, siddharth 
G. Banik, alvin Kong) 

2016 U.S. Amateur 
Team North: “Got Mate”
(Jacob Furfine, 
todd m. Freitag, 
Vincent Do, 
Daniel Bronfeyn; 
U.S. AMATEUR TEAM NATIONAL

PLAYOFF WINNER)

2016 U.S. Amateur 
Team South:
“chakis-mate” (John p. 
Nardandrea, lawrence
storch, Robert persante,
peter Dyson)

2016 National High School
(K-12) Team Champions:
the harker school (ca): 
(Vignesh panchanatham,
michael Wang, Richard Yi,
shaunak maruvada)

2016 National Junior 
High School (K-9) Team
Champions:
collegiate school (NY): 
(marcus ming miyasaka, 
Brandon Nydick, 
matthew shoji miyasaka,
peter theodore Boris, 
marcello Berger)

2016 National Junior 
High School (K-8) 
Team Champions:
Jericho middle school (NY):
(Wesley Wang, William hu,
Evelyn Zhu, andrew chen);
odie middle school (Wa):
(Derek Zhang, Naomi
Bashkansky, Brian chen,
Richard Yang, James J. lai)

2016 National Elementary
(K-6) Team Champions:
mission san Jose Elemen-
tary (ca): (Rishith susarla,
Kevin pan, annapoorni
meiyappan, Jaisyuraj
Kaleeswaran) 

2016 National Elementary
(K-5) Team Champions:
Dalton (NY): (Gus huston,
Nathaniel lande shuman,
Dylan challenger, Davyn ari
De Jongh)

2016 National Elementary
(K-3) Team Champions:
the speyer legacy school
(NY): (Kiren Nasta, James
Youngji oh, Johji David
Nakada, John Kian o’Neill)

2016 National Elementary
(K-1) Team Champions:
p.s. 77—lower lab school
(NY): (morgan Kenzo mairaj,
Royal Buchanan, Noah Gill-
ston, Benjamin Kwon, sobel
Gaudissard)

2015 Pan Am 
Intercollegiate Team 
Champions:
texas tech University: 
Gm Yaro Zherebukh, 
Gm Elshan moradiabadi, 
Gm andriy Baryshpolets, 
im andrey Gorovets, 
coach Gm alex onischuk

Nat ioN a l  c h ampioNs  Roll  call  

T E A M  E V E N T S
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INCREASE CHESS 
OPPORTUNITIES FOR

UNDER-REPRESENTED
SEGMENTS OF SOCIETY.

#USCHESSGOALS
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DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD 

BILL GOICHBERG (NY), 
DEWAIN BARBER (SCA)

OUTSTANDING CAREER 

ACHIEVEMENT AWARD

CARL DOLSON (IL), 
RILEY DAN DRIVER (OH), 
SHARON DRIVER (OH), 
LARRY BELL (KY), 
ROGER GOTSCHALL (IA) - 
POSTHUMOUSLY

SPECIAL SERVICES AWARD

DAVID MOODY (MI), 
JOHN HILBERT (NY), 
DENNIS MONOKROUSSOS (IN), 
GUY HOFFMAN (WI), 
DAVID & SHEILA HEISER (IL)

MERITORIOUS SERVICES AWARD

MIKE JOELSON (OH), 
HANS MULTHOPP (OH), 
JOE RIEGSECKER (IN), 
ROGER BLAINE (IN)

COMMITTEE OF THE YEAR

WOMEN’S CHESS COMMITTEE

CHESS CITY OF THE YEAR

LOUISVILLE, KY

KOLTANOWSKI AWARDS

GOLD: DR. JEANNE & REX 
SINQUEFIELD (MO), GOLD: 
FRANK P. SAMFORD III (AL)

SCHOLASTIC SERVICE AWARD 

KEVIN FITE (MI)

ORGANIZER OF THE YEAR 

ALEX RELYEA (NH)

FRANK J. MARSHALL AMBASSADOR

GM ALEX ONISCHUK (TX), 
GM IRINA KRUSH (NY)2
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Clockwise from top left: GM Lev
Aronian, Dr. Jeanne Sinquefield, 
Rex Sinquefield, GM Alexander 
Onischuk, Dewain Barber, Bill 
Goichberg.
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GRANDMASTER OF THE YEAR 

GM FABIANO CARUANA (MO)

HONORARY CHESS MATE 

DAVID GRIMAUD (SC)

CHESS CLUB OF THE YEAR 

SACRAMENTO CHESS CLUB

COLLEGE OF THE YEAR 

OBERLIN COLLEGE (OH)

TOURNAMENT DIRECTOR 

OF THE YEAR 

TOM LANGLAND (NCA)

TOURNAMENT DIRECTOR 

LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD 

WALTER BROWN (TN), 
SEVAN MURADIAN (IL) - 
POSTHUMOUSLY

OUTSTANDING PLAYER 

ACHIEVEMENT AWARD 

JEFFERY XIONG (TX)

OUTSTANDING TEAM 

PERFORMANCE AWARD – 2015 

WORLD TEAM CHAMPIONSHIP 

(GM SAM SHANKLAND, 
GM ALEX LENDERMAN, 
GM ALEX ONISCHUK, 
GM DANIEL NARODITSKY, 
GM VARUZHAN AKOBIAN, 
COACH GM GREGORY KAIDANOV)

WOMAN CHESSPLAYER 

OF THE YEAR 

CARISSA YIP (MA)

SPECIAL FRIEND OF US CHESS 

FRANCIS SLAY (MO)
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From top: GM Fabiano Caruana, 
The Honorable Mayor of St. Louis
Francis G. Slay, Tom Langland,
GM Irina Krush.
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EXPAND THE BREADTH
AND DEPTH OF CHESS

PARTNERSHIPS.

#USCHESSGOALS
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WITh ThAnKS

US Chess gratefully thanks Two Sigma for sponsoring our World youth Team. US Chess gratefully thanks

the Chess Club and Scholastic Center of Saint Louis and the Kasparov Chess Foundation for sponsoring

our 2016 U.S. olympiad Teams.

K

KASPAROV
CHESS FOUNDATION

K

KASPAROV
CHESS FOUNDATION

US CheSS DonorS 
Jim Bedenbaugh, Bank of north Carolina, Jim Blackwood, robert Borel, Joseph Boyle, John J. Brendel, 

Carolina Chess Initiative, Fabiano Caruana, The Cemala Foundation Inc, Charles Chamberlain, hannah Irina

Ciupe, Creative Snacks Co., Jonathan Crumiller, Jeffrey Davidson, Martin Dean, Udbhav Devarakonda, Joan

DuBois,  Kenneth Duffy, Peter Dyson, Stan Doubraba, Ursula Foster, Christine Frazer, Bill Goichberg, Gulliver

School, richard henricksen, Jean hoffman, robert e. hux, edward Jones, In Memory of: David Kaplan, David

Kochman, Michael Lebach, Christopher Lewis, Caitlin Lilly, richard Lindberg, Jesse Maury Jr., David C. Miller,

Dominique Miller, Parker Montgomery, nC A&T Univ Foundation, Inc, Mike nietman, Terry o'Dwyer Ph.D., 

The Pew Charitable Trust, Aditi ralhan, David h. raymond, Frank reylea, russell rice, Keith rodriguez, 

Carl russell, Timothy M. Sawyier, Barbara and richard Schiffrin, elizabeth Sevrukov, Thomas Sloan, Phillip

Smith,  Christopher P. Snell, David Sogin, Stearns Financial Group, Thomas & Mary Strauss, Ari Terjanian,

henry L. Terrie, Thomas n. Thrush, harold Torrance, Mary Trautmann, Charles D. Unruh, US Chess Trust, Stephen

Van Voorhis, The VF Foundation, Abraham Wilson, edward Wycoff.

oLyMPIAD FUnD 
Meena Barbara Behringer, Bruce Brodinsky, Frank Cass, Lawrence Cerrato, Alan Crombie, edward Deveaux,

Charlie Friedland, Christopher Gutkes, Ben harding, Mark Jeromin, Brian Patrick Moran, robert Morris, Paul

Petrillo, hugh Pierce IV, Julian riggs, Jurgen ristau, Peter Scheible, Simon Steel, robert Whiteside Sr.

Listed donors include Benefactor members and those who contributed at least $50 in the last fiscal year. 

US Chess is grateful to all donations to our 501(c)(3) organization. To donate, visit www.uschess.org/donate .
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CONTINUOUSLY 
IMPROVE US CHESS 
OPERATIONS AND 

MEMBER SERVICES.

#USCHESSGOALS
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